HIS  ABSOUPTION  IN  HIS   WORK    9
aused most unexpected  developments, and which ills us of smaller mould with astonishment.
Nevertheless, steadfastness was decidedly the groundwork of the character of the man who was lot dismayed by the colossal task of the Comedie E-Iumaine; hut pursued his work through discouragement, ill health, and anxieties. Except :iear the end of his life, when, owing to the unreasonable strain to which it had been subjected, his powerful organism had begun to fail, Balzac refused to neglect his vocation even for his love affairs— a self-control which must have been a severe test to one of his temperament.
This absorption in his work cannot have been very flattering to the ladies he admired; and one plausible explanation of Madame de Castries' coldness to his suit is that she did not believe in the devotion of a lover who, while paying her the most assiduous court at Aix, would yet write from five in the morning till half-past five in the evening, and only   bestow  his  company on  her from  six till an early bedtime.    Even the adored Madame Hanska had to take a second place where work was concerned.    When they were both at Vienna in 1835, he writes with some irritation, apparently in answer   to   a  remonstrance on her  part, that  he cannot work when he knows he has to go out ; and that, owing to the time he spent the evening before in her  society, he must now shut himself up for fourteen  hours   and   toil   at   «« Le  Lys   dans   la Vallee."    He  adds, with  his  customary  force  ofure home—Work neglected—Dispute with. Emile de Girardin—Balzac's un-happiness and suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
